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UAE SITREP DOCUMENT 

DAY 186 – THE STRIKE PAUSE BREAKS: THE US STRUCK IRANIAN ROCKET LAUNCHERS ON LARAK 
ISLAND (PREPARING TO MINE THE STRAIT), KILLING TWO TO THREE, IN THE FIRST US-IRAN 
EXCHANGE IN OVER A MONTH; IRAN RETALIATED WITH MISSILES AT US BASES IN JORDAN AND A 
DRONE AT THE UAE – ALL INTERCEPTED OR FELL WITHOUT DAMAGE. TRUMP THREATENS TO “HIT 
HARD,” IRAN TO RESPOND “DOZENS OF TIMES GREATER”; A TANKER STRUCK, OIL JUMPS – NO 
DAMAGE TO UAE TERRITORY BUT THE UAE TARGETED AGAIN – MAXIMUM HELD, READINESS 
RAISED 
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⚠ MAXIMUM ALERT: THE MONTH-LONG PAUSE IN DIRECT US-IRAN STRIKES HAS BROKEN, 

AND THE UAE HAS BEEN TARGETED AGAIN. US forces struck two Iranian rocket launchers on 
Larak Island in the Strait of Hormuz on Sunday – which the US said were being prepared to launch 
rockets carrying sea mines into the waterway – killing two to three people, in the first exchange of 
strikes between the two countries in over a month. Iran retaliated by firing missiles at two US bases in 
Jordan and, of direct relevance to the UAE, a drone at the UAE; UAE and Jordanian authorities said 
all the Iranian weapons were intercepted or fell without causing damage. There is NO DAMAGE to 
UAE territory, ports or infrastructure – but the UAE has, for the first time since May, been directly 
targeted by an Iranian weapon. President Trump has threatened to “hit them hard” and is mulling 
further strikes, while Iran has threatened to respond “dozens of times greater.” A tanker was struck by 
projectiles in the Strait, and oil has jumped. Westminster Security MAINTAINS MAXIMUM ALERT, 
keeps both phases suspended, and RAISES its emphasis on readiness: complete departures, hold 
shelter and evacuation readiness at a high level, and suspend all Strait transits. 

⚠ ASSESSMENT: A TARGETED STRIKE, NOT YET A BROADENING – BUT THE DE-

ESCALATION IS IN JEOPARDY. Two readings must be held together. First, the escalation is real 
and the UAE has again been targeted: the strike pause is broken, Iran has fired a drone at the UAE 
(albeit intercepted or falling without damage), and both sides are threatening further strikes – the 
acute kinetic threat, dormant for weeks, has reactivated. Second, and more reassuringly, analysts 
assess the US strike as targeted and limited – aimed at the specific rocket launchers being prepared 
to mine the Strait, punishing a specific behaviour and enforcing the blockade, rather than broadening 
the war’s aims – and Iran and Oman are reported to be continuing their corridor talks despite the 
strikes. The de-escalation track of the past week is in jeopardy but not dead. The central danger is 
escalation through retaliation: if Iran makes good on its threat to respond “dozens of times greater,” or 
the US widens its strikes, the recent momentum could collapse. For UAE clients, the implication is 
clear: the threat has reactivated, and the posture must be at its most cautious – MAXIMUM, high 
readiness, complete departures, suspend all Strait transits, and vigilance for further Iranian attacks on 
the UAE. There is NO DAMAGE to UAE territory. 
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1. SITUATION SUMMARY: DAY 186 – THE STRIKE PAUSE BREAKS 

The month-long pause in direct US-Iran strikes has broken, in the sharpest escalation in weeks, and 
the UAE has again been directly targeted. On Sunday, US forces struck two Iranian rocket launchers 
on Larak Island – a small Iranian island in the Strait of Hormuz that Iran uses as a military and 
shipping-control point – which US Central Command said were being prepared to launch rockets 
carrying sea mines into the waterway; Iranian officials said two to three people were killed, in the first 
exchange of strikes between the two countries in over a month. Iran retaliated by firing missiles at two 
US bases in Jordan and a drone at the UAE; authorities in both Jordan and the UAE said all the 
Iranian weapons were intercepted or fell without causing damage. There is no damage to UAE 
territory, ports or infrastructure – but the UAE has, for the first time since May, been directly targeted 
by an Iranian weapon, reactivating the acute threat. President Trump has threatened to hit Iran hard 
and is mulling further strikes, characterising it as a “relatively little war,” while a senior Iranian source 
has threatened that Iran will respond “dozens of times greater” and that no target in the region is 
beyond its reach. A tanker, the Senegal Prosperity, was struck by three projectiles in the Strait’s 
southern lane on Monday, and oil prices have jumped about 2%. Analysts assess the US strike as 
targeted rather than a broadening of the war, and Iran and Oman are reported to be continuing their 
corridor talks. Westminster Security MAINTAINS MAXIMUM ALERT with readiness raised, keeps 
both phases suspended, and advises clients to complete departures, hold high readiness, and 
suspend all Strait transits. 

Where Things Stand 

Element Status (as of 0900 GMT Tuesday 1 September) 

Alert level MAXIMUM (held), readiness RAISED. Both phases suspended. The 
strike pause has broken; the UAE targeted again. Complete 
departures; high readiness; suspend all Strait transits. 

Strike pause BROKEN. US struck Iranian rocket launchers on Larak Island 
(Sunday), killing 2-3 – the first US-Iran exchange in over a month. 

Iran retaliation MISSILES AT JORDAN, DRONE AT UAE. Iran fired missiles at two 
US bases in Jordan and a drone at the UAE. All intercepted or fell 
without causing damage. 

UAE territory TARGETED – NO DAMAGE. A drone was fired at the UAE (first 
targeting since May); intercepted or fell without causing damage. No 
damage to UAE soil, ports or infrastructure. 

Rhetoric BOTH THREATEN MORE. Trump: “hit them hard,” mulling more 
strikes. Iran: respond “dozens of times greater,” no regional target 
beyond reach. 

Shipping Tanker Senegal Prosperity struck by 3 projectiles in the southern lane 
(Monday); no casualties. The Omani corridor’s safety further 
undermined. Oil up ~2%. 

Diplomacy IN JEOPARDY – BUT ALIVE. Analysts see the US strike as targeted, 
not a broadening; Iran-Oman corridor talks reportedly continue. 
Pezeshkian at the SCO summit with Putin. 

Strike exchange RESUMED. The direct US-Iran strike exchange has resumed after a 
month; further strikes threatened by both sides. 

WS Assessment: The breaking of the strike pause and the renewed targeting of the UAE mark the 
sharpest escalation in weeks and reactivate the acute kinetic threat, even though the US strike 
appears targeted and the corridor talks reportedly survive. The alert stays at MAXIMUM with 
readiness raised, and the central risk is now escalation through retaliation; clients should be at their 
most cautious and vigilant for further Iranian attacks on the UAE. 
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2. THE STRIKE PAUSE BREAKS – THE US STRIKES LARAK 
ISLAND, IRAN RETALIATES 

• The US strike: US forces struck two Iranian rocket launchers on Larak Island, in the Strait of 
Hormuz, on Sunday; US Central Command said Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps forces 
had been observed preparing to launch rockets carrying sea mines into the Strait, and that 
the strike was intended to prevent the mining of the waterway. 

• Casualties and significance: Iranian officials said two to three people were killed in the US 
strikes; the attack was the first publicly acknowledged US strike on Iranian positions since late 
July, and marked the first time in over a month that the United States and Iran had traded 
strikes – ending the pause that had held throughout August. 

• Iran’s retaliation: Iran retaliated by firing missiles at two US bases in Jordan and a drone at 
the UAE, calling it retaliation for the US strikes on Larak Island; authorities in both Jordan and 
the UAE said all the Iranian weapons were intercepted or fell without causing damage – a 
retaliation that was launched but did not achieve damage. 

• Larak Island’s role: Larak, a small Iranian island in the Strait, has become a key military and 
shipping-control point for Tehran, used by the Revolutionary Guard to monitor and control 
vessel traffic; Iran insists vessels use a northern passage close to Larak, while the US insists 
the southern, Omani-side lanes are open – the island sits at the heart of the dispute over the 
waterway. 

• Threats of further escalation: President Trump has threatened to hit Iran hard and is 
mulling further strikes, calling it a “relatively little war”; a senior Iranian source told Reuters 
that for every US attack Iran will respond “dozens of times greater” and that no target in the 
region is beyond Tehran’s reach – raising the risk of a cycle of escalation. 

WS Assessment: The breaking of the strike pause is a serious escalation and reactivates the direct 
US-Iran conflict after a month’s pause; the mutual threats of further strikes raise the risk of a 
retaliatory cycle. The strike’s stated purpose – preventing the mining of the Strait – confirms that the 
mining threat is real, and the exchange has sharply raised the danger to the region, including the 
UAE. 
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3. IRAN FIRES A DRONE AT THE UAE – INTERCEPTED, NO 
DAMAGE, BUT THE UAE TARGETED AGAIN 

• The UAE targeted: As part of its retaliation for the US strikes on Larak Island, Iran fired a 
drone at the UAE on Sunday – the first time an Iranian weapon has been directed at the UAE 
since May, reactivating the direct threat to the country after months in which the UAE was not 
the target of a successful attack. 

• Intercepted or fell without damage: UAE authorities said the Iranian weapon was 
intercepted or fell without causing damage; there is no damage to UAE territory, ports or 
infrastructure, and no casualties in the UAE – the UAE’s and the coalition’s air defences and 
the weapon’s failure prevented any harm. 

• Targeted, but the threshold not crossed: The distinction remains important: the UAE has 
been targeted, but the threshold of a damaging strike on UAE soil, ports or infrastructure has 
not been crossed – as with the ballistic missiles fired toward the UAE in August, which fell in 
the sea, the weapon was launched but did not achieve a damaging impact on UAE territory. 

• The threat reactivated: Nonetheless, the drone launch reactivates the acute kinetic threat to 
the UAE that had been dormant for weeks: it demonstrates that Iran will again direct weapons 
at the UAE in the context of the US-Iran exchange, and that the UAE remains exposed to 
Iranian retaliation as a host of US forces and a regional US partner. 

• Readiness raised: In light of the renewed targeting, Westminster Security raises its 
emphasis on readiness: essential personnel should hold shelter-in-place and evacuation 
readiness at a high level, review shelter locations and NCEMA guidance, and be prepared to 
shelter promptly on any alert; the UAE hosts US forces at Al Dhafra, and further Iranian 
retaliation is possible. 

WS Assessment: The drone launch at the UAE is the most significant development for the country in 
weeks: while it caused no damage and the threshold of a damaging territorial strike was not crossed, 
it reactivates the acute threat and demonstrates the UAE’s continued exposure to Iranian retaliation. 
Clients should treat the threat as live again, hold high readiness, and watch closely for any further 
Iranian attacks. 
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4. A TARGETED STRIKE, NOT YET A BROADENING – AND THE 
DIPLOMACY IN JEOPARDY 

• Analysts see a targeted strike: Analysts largely view the US strike on Larak Island as an 
attempt to break the deadlock and enforce the blockade rather than a shift in strategy: by 
hitting the launchers rather than broader Iranian military infrastructure, the US appears to be 
punishing a specific behaviour – the preparation to mine the Strait – rather than, at least for 
now, broadening its war aims. 

• Enforcing the blockade: One analyst characterised the strike as enforcing the blockade, 
with the aim of degrading Iran’s capacity to mine the Strait while the administration focuses on 
economic coercion; the strike is thus consistent with the US strategy of pressure rather than a 
return to the broad air campaign of earlier in the war. 

• The diplomacy in jeopardy: The escalation places the de-escalation track of the past week 
in jeopardy: the corridor talks, the mediation and the diplomatic momentum could all be 
derailed if the strike exchange escalates; but, notably, Iran and Oman are reported to be 
continuing their corridor discussions despite the strikes, and the diplomatic track is not yet 
dead. 

• The SCO summit: President Pezeshkian is at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
summit in Bishkek, alongside President Putin, President Xi, Prime Minister Modi and 
Pakistan’s prime minister; Russia and China frame the SCO as a counter to US influence, 
and the summit underlines Iran’s deepening alignment with them even amid the escalation. 

• The risk of a cycle: The central danger is a retaliatory cycle: Iran has threatened to respond 
“dozens of times greater” to any US attack, and Trump is mulling further strikes; if either side 
escalates, the recent de-escalation momentum could collapse into a renewed phase of active 
conflict, with heightened danger to the UAE and the region. 

WS Assessment: The targeted nature of the US strike and the survival of the corridor talks are 
reasons the escalation may prove contained rather than a full re-escalation of the war; but the risk of 
a retaliatory cycle is real, and the de-escalation track is now in jeopardy. Clients should watch closely 
for whether the strikes escalate or subside, and whether the diplomacy survives. 
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5. SHIPPING, OIL AND THE REGIONAL PICTURE 

• A tanker struck: A tanker, the Liberia-flagged, South Korean-owned crude carrier Senegal 
Prosperity, was struck by three unknown projectiles while completing an outbound transit of 
the Strait’s southern shipping lane, close to the Omani coast, on Monday; no casualties or 
environmental impact were reported, according to the UK Maritime Trade Operations centre. 

• The Omani corridor’s safety undermined: The strike, in the southern lane the US has 
insisted is open and safe, further undermines any assumption that the Omani corridor 
represents a reliably protected passage; the US maintains momentum is building for 
commercial traffic through the southern lanes, but vessels still require military cover, and the 
incident shows the danger persists. 

• A disputed mine claim: Separately, US Central Command dismissed as disinformation a 
Revolutionary Guard claim to have struck a supertanker with sea mines in the Strait, calling it 
an attempt to intimidate regional shipping; the confirmed maritime incident is the Senegal 
Prosperity projectile strike, and the earlier reported supertanker mine strike is disputed. 

• Oil jumps: Oil prices jumped about 2% on fears of a fresh military clash between the United 
States and Iran following the weekend’s strike exchange and Trump’s threat of further strikes; 
the risk premium has risen again with the escalation, reversing the recent easing. 

• UAE approaches: Beyond the intercepted drone, there is no damage to UAE territory or to 
shipping in UAE waters; vessels remain anchored off the UAE’s east coast at Khor Fakkan. 
UAE-linked operators should continue to treat the Strait as closed, mined and hostile, now 
with the added danger of the renewed strike exchange. 

WS Assessment: The tanker strike, the disputed mine claim, and the oil jump underline that the 
Strait remains dangerous and contested, now with the added risk of the renewed US-Iran strike 
exchange. For UAE-linked operators, all Strait transits should remain suspended, and the escalation 
reinforces the danger. 
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6. DUBAI AND THE UAE 

Operational Picture 

• The UAE targeted again – but no damage to UAE territory. Iran fired a drone at the UAE 
on Sunday in retaliation for the US strikes on Larak Island; UAE authorities said it was 
intercepted or fell without causing damage. There is no damage to UAE territory, ports or 
infrastructure, but the UAE has been directly targeted for the first time since May, and the 
acute threat has reactivated. Iran’s threats of further retaliation stand. 

• USE THE PAUSE IN AIR TRAVEL – COMPLETE OUTSTANDING DEPARTURES. With 
airports operating, complete any deferred non-essential departure on scheduled commercial 
flights without delay. The threat to the UAE has reactivated with the drone launch and the 
renewed strike exchange; completing departures now is prudent, and the window should not 
be assumed to remain open. 

• HOLD READINESS AT A HIGH LEVEL – WATCH FOR FURTHER IRANIAN ATTACKS. 
Essential personnel should maintain shelter-in-place and evacuation readiness at a high level; 
Iran has again directed a weapon at the UAE, and further retaliation is possible if the strike 
exchange continues. Review shelter locations and NCEMA guidance, keep go-bags current, 
and be prepared to shelter promptly on any alert. The UAE hosts US forces at Al Dhafra. 

• Review Iran-related sanctions exposure. The US has continued to hold back on secondary 
sanctions, keeping the immediate third-party risk to UAE businesses receded; but the direct 
sanctions on Iran and the standing threat remain, and the escalation could change the 
picture. Review exposure through exchange houses, trade finance, shipping and re-export; 
consult qualified counsel. This is not legal advice. 

• Shipping: SUSPEND ALL STRAIT TRANSITS – THE STRAIT IS MINED, CONTESTED 
AND NOW A STRIKE ZONE. A tanker has been struck by projectiles, the Strait is mined, the 
US and Iran are exchanging strikes, and the blockade is in force. Suspend all transits, hold 
vessels clear of the Strait and the Bab al-Mandeb, and treat the Strait as demonstrably hostile 
until a durable de-escalation is confirmed and safe passage verified. 

• Utility and shelter measures should remain in place, with attention to water and energy. 
Keep water, fuel and generator contingencies ready; UAE strategic water reserves are 
reported at roughly two days at current consumption, and Iran’s threats to Gulf energy 
infrastructure make resilience a priority amid the escalation. Follow official UAE and NCEMA 
guidance. 

Return Guidance: MAXIMUM Held, Readiness Raised – the Strike Pause 
Broken, the UAE Targeted 

Westminster Security maintains MAXIMUM alert, with both Phase 1 (essential) and Phase 2 
(non-essential) returns suspended and readiness raised. The strike pause has broken, the UAE 
has been targeted again (though without damage), and both sides threaten further strikes; the 
de-escalation track is in jeopardy. Clients should complete departures, hold high readiness, 
suspend all Strait transits, and watch for further Iranian attacks and any widening of the strike 
exchange. 

• All returns – SUSPENDED: Halt all inbound travel to the UAE; the strike pause has broken 
and the UAE has been targeted – this is a moment of escalation, not a setting for returns. 

• Non-essential personnel – COMPLETE DEPARTURES NOW: Use the open airports to 
finish any deferred departures without delay, on scheduled commercial flights; do not assume 
the window remains open. 

• Essential personnel – high readiness: Maintain shelter-in-place and evacuation readiness 
at a high level, review shelter locations, keep documentation and go-bags current, and 
monitor for further Iranian attacks on the UAE, any widening of the US-Iran strikes, and any 
strike on UAE territory. 

• Business/compliance clients: The immediate third-party sanctions risk remains receded, 
but review exposure given the direct sanctions, the standing threat, and the escalation; 
consult qualified counsel. This is not legal advice. 
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• De-escalation path (MAXIMUM → HIGH): A subsiding of the strike exchange, the lifting of 
the US blockade, a confirmed de-escalation or ceasefire, and a genuine reopening of the 
Strait with verified safe passage would allow the alert to come down. The escalation has set 
this back; Westminster Security is ready to lower the alert to HIGH promptly once a durable 
de-escalation is confirmed, but the immediate trajectory is toward, not away from, danger. 

• Further escalation – the central risk: A wider US strike, an Iranian retaliation “dozens of 
times greater,” a damaging strike on UAE territory, a further attack on Gulf interests, or a 
collapse of the corridor talks would deepen the emergency; Westminster Security will issue 
immediate updates. 

• Standing posture: MAXIMUM, high readiness – the strike pause broken, the UAE targeted, 
both sides threatening more; protect people first, complete departures, hold high readiness, 
suspend all Strait transits, and protect energy and water resilience. 
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7. WESTMINSTER SECURITY’S RECOMMENDATIONS 

• MAXIMUM ALERT HELD, READINESS RAISED – the strike pause has broken. The US 
struck Iranian rocket launchers on Larak Island (preparing to mine the Strait), killing 2-3, in the 
first US-Iran exchange in over a month; Iran retaliated with missiles at US bases in Jordan 
and a drone at the UAE – all intercepted or fell without damage. Trump threatens more 
strikes; Iran threatens to respond “dozens of times greater.” There is no damage to UAE 
territory, but the UAE has been targeted again. 

• THE UAE HAS BEEN TARGETED AGAIN – HOLD HIGH READINESS. For the first time 
since May, Iran has directed a weapon at the UAE. Though intercepted, it reactivates the 
acute threat. Hold shelter and evacuation readiness at a high level, review NCEMA guidance, 
and watch for further Iranian attacks. 

• COMPLETE DEPARTURES NOW; SUSPEND ALL STRAIT TRANSITS. Complete deferred 
non-essential departures on scheduled flights without delay, and do not assume the window 
remains open. The Strait is mined, contested and now a strike zone; suspend all transits until 
a durable de-escalation is confirmed. 

• NOTE THE STRIKE APPEARS TARGETED – BUT WATCH FOR A CYCLE. Analysts see 
the US strike as targeted – enforcing the blockade, not broadening the war – and the corridor 
talks reportedly continue. But the risk of a retaliatory cycle is real; watch whether the strikes 
escalate or subside. 

• REVIEW IRAN-RELATED SANCTIONS EXPOSURE. The US continues to hold back on 
secondary sanctions, but the direct sanctions and the standing threat remain, and the 
escalation could change the picture. Review exposure; consult qualified counsel. This is not 
legal advice. 

• Monitor for: (1) any further Iranian attack on the UAE or Gulf interests; (2) any widening of 
the US-Iran strike exchange; (3) any damaging strike on UAE territory; (4) whether the 
corridor talks and mediation survive; (5) the outcome of the SCO/Putin talks. 

• The strike pause has broken – emergency updates to follow. Westminster Security will 
issue immediate updates on any further attack on the UAE, any widening of the strikes, any 
strike on UAE territory, or any major development, and will lower the alert to HIGH only once 
a durable de-escalation is confirmed and safe passage verified. 

• This is the one hundred and seventy-third edition. Day 186 of the war. 
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8. KEY POINTS 

• THE STRIKE PAUSE HAS BROKEN – THE US STRIKES LARAK ISLAND. US forces 
struck two Iranian rocket launchers on Larak Island in the Strait on Sunday – which the US 
said were being prepared to launch rockets carrying sea mines – killing two to three people, in 
the first US-Iran exchange of strikes in over a month. The strike’s stated purpose confirms the 
mining threat is real; both sides now threaten further strikes. 

• IRAN RETALIATED – AND FIRED A DRONE AT THE UAE. Iran retaliated by firing missiles 
at two US bases in Jordan and a drone at the UAE; authorities in both said all the weapons 
were intercepted or fell without causing damage. There is no damage to UAE territory, ports 
or infrastructure – but the UAE has been directly targeted for the first time since May, 
reactivating the acute threat. Hold high readiness and watch for further attacks. 

• BOTH SIDES THREATEN MORE – THE RISK OF A CYCLE. President Trump has 
threatened to “hit them hard” and is mulling further strikes, calling it a “relatively little war”; a 
senior Iranian source has threatened Iran will respond “dozens of times greater” and that no 
regional target is beyond its reach. The central danger is a retaliatory cycle that could 
collapse the recent de-escalation momentum. 

• A TARGETED STRIKE, NOT YET A BROADENING – AND THE DIPLOMACY IN 
JEOPARDY. Analysts assess the US strike as targeted – punishing the preparation to mine 
the Strait and enforcing the blockade, rather than broadening the war – and Iran and Oman 
are reported to be continuing their corridor talks despite the strikes. The de-escalation track is 
in jeopardy but not dead; Pezeshkian is at the SCO summit with Putin and Xi. 

• A TANKER STRUCK; OIL JUMPS; THE STRAIT A STRIKE ZONE. The tanker Senegal 
Prosperity was struck by three projectiles in the Strait’s southern lane on Monday (no 
casualties), further undermining the safety of the US-touted Omani corridor; US Central 
Command dismissed a separate IRGC supertanker-mine claim as disinformation. Oil jumped 
about 2% on fears of a fresh clash. The Strait is mined, contested and now a strike zone; 
suspend all transits. 

• MAXIMUM HELD, READINESS RAISED – NO DAMAGE TO UAE TERRITORY, BUT THE 
UAE TARGETED. ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-THIRD EDITION. DAY 186. The strike 
pause has broken, the UAE has been targeted again (though without damage), and both 
sides threaten more – the sharpest escalation in weeks. Both phases remain suspended; 
complete departures now, hold high readiness, suspend all Strait transits, review sanctions 
exposure, and watch for further Iranian attacks and any widening of the strikes. Westminster 
Security will lower the alert to HIGH only once a durable de-escalation is confirmed. 

 

Prepared 1st September 2026 – Information current as of 09:00 GMT 

THE MONTH-LONG PAUSE IN DIRECT US-IRAN STRIKES HAS BROKEN – THE US STRUCK 
IRANIAN ROCKET LAUNCHERS ON LARAK ISLAND (WHICH IT SAID WERE PREPARING TO 
MINE THE STRAIT), KILLING TWO TO THREE, IN THE FIRST US-IRAN EXCHANGE IN OVER A 
MONTH; IRAN RETALIATED WITH MISSILES AT TWO US BASES IN JORDAN AND A DRONE 
AT THE UAE – ALL INTERCEPTED OR FELL WITHOUT CAUSING DAMAGE. 

THERE IS NO DAMAGE TO UAE TERRITORY, PORTS OR INFRASTRUCTURE – BUT THE UAE 
HAS BEEN DIRECTLY TARGETED FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE MAY, REACTIVATING THE 
ACUTE THREAT. TRUMP THREATENS TO “HIT HARD” AND IS MULLING MORE STRIKES; 
IRAN THREATENS TO RESPOND “DOZENS OF TIMES GREATER.” A TANKER WAS STRUCK 
IN THE STRAIT, AND OIL JUMPED ~2%. MAXIMUM ALERT HELD, READINESS RAISED – 
COMPLETE DEPARTURES NOW, HOLD HIGH READINESS, SUSPEND ALL STRAIT TRANSITS. 

ANALYSTS SEE THE US STRIKE AS TARGETED – ENFORCING THE BLOCKADE, NOT 
BROADENING THE WAR – AND THE IRAN-OMAN CORRIDOR TALKS REPORTEDLY 
CONTINUE, SO THE DE-ESCALATION TRACK IS IN JEOPARDY BUT NOT DEAD. THE 
CENTRAL RISK IS A RETALIATORY CYCLE. WATCH FOR FURTHER IRANIAN ATTACKS ON 
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THE UAE AND ANY WIDENING OF THE STRIKES. PROTECT PEOPLE FIRST; EMERGENCY 
UPDATES TO FOLLOW. ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-THIRD EDITION. DAY 186. 


